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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
LYMM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Lymm  during  1949. 

This  has  been  the  first  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  I  have  included  as  an 
appendix  some  account  of  the  work  of  the  Sale  and  Lymm 
Divisional  Health  Committee,  in  so  far  as  it  refers  to  the  health 
services  available  within  your  district. 

A  considerable  number  of  statistics  are  included  in  the  report 
at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  so  that  the  health  of 
Lymm  may  be  compared  with  that  of  similar  areas,  but  1  have 
tried  to  give  some  life  to  these  figures  by  means  of  explanatory 
notes. 

The  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  the  R.eport  are  that  the 
general  standard  of  health  of  the  district  is  good,  and  that  a  high 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants  enjoy  long  life.  There  has  been  no 
unusual  incidence  of  disease  during  the  year,  and  the  district  has 
been  remarkably  free  from  notifiable  infectious  disease,  though, 
perhaps,  not  so  free  as  the  number  of  notifications  would  suggest. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  other  officers  of  the 
Council  who  have  given  me  the  information  on  which  to  base 
sections  of  my  Report,  and  especially  to  Mr.  Sucksmith,  who 
has  prepared  that  portion  of  the  Report  dealing  with  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  area. 

In  closing  this  introduction  I  would  like  to  thank  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Council  for  the 
great  interest  which  you  have  taken  in  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department,  and  for  the  help  and  co-operation  which  you  have 
given  to  me  at  all  times. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TELFORD  BURN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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General  Statistics. 

Area  .  4,242  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General  estimate  mid  1949)  ...  6,335 

Number  of  inhabited  houses .  2,005 

Size  of  household  (average  number  of  persons 

per  house)  .  3.17 

Rateable  value  of  the  district  .  £38,037 

Value  of  a  penny  rate  .  £15! 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births 


Live  Births 

Males 

Eernales 

Total 

Legitimate  . . , . . . 

56 

44 

100 

Illegitimate  . 

2 

2 

4 

Total  . 

58 

46 

104 

Still  Births  (legitimate)  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Live  birth  rate  per  1 ,000 

population  .. 

16.05 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . 

16.7 

Deaths 

Males  F  emales  1  otal 

37  40  77 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  12.15 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  11.7 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  year)  1 
Infantile  Mortality  rate  (per  1 ,000  associated 


births)  .  9.93 

Natural  increase  in  population  (surplus  of  births 

over  deaths)  .  27 


The  total  of  104  births  is  9  less  than  last  year.  This  fall  in  the 
birth  rate  is  almost  identical  with  that  noted  in  other  parts  of  the 
country. 

Although  the  crude  death  rate  is  above  that  of  the  whole 
country  it  should  be  noted  that  this  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact 
that  the  proportion  of  older  people  in  the  district  is  greater  than 
the  average  throughout  England  and  Wales.  In  fact  when  the 
comparability  factor  (which  allows  for  variations  in  the  compo¬ 
sition  of  the  population)  is  applied  to  this  figure  it  falls  below 
the  average.  It  is  of  interest  that  of  the  77  deaths  which  occurred 
9  were  over  80  years  of  age,  and  22  were  between  70  and  80 
years.  The  main  causes  of  death  were  heart  disease  which 
accounted  for  33  deaths,  cancer  11,  intracranial  lesions  7,  and 
respiratory  diseases,  other  than  T.B. ,  6.  There  was  only  one 
death  in  an  infant  under  one  year,  and  there  were  no  deaths 
associated  with  childbirth.  3  deaths  were  due  to  respiratory 
tuberculosis  and  apart  from  these  there  were  no  deaths  from 
infectious  diseases. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Lymm  Urban  District 

for  1949. 


Causes  of  Death 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system... 

Cancer  . 

Diab  etes  . 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  . 

Heart  disease  . 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

Eronchitis  . . . 

Pneumonia  . 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

Nephritis  . 

Premature  Birth  . 

Suicide  . 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . 

All  other  causes  . . . 


Males  Females 

2  1 

5  6 

—  1 

3  .  4 

13  20 

2  — 

2  1 

1  2 

1  4 

2  — 

1  — 

3  — 

1  — 

1  1 


37  40 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 
for  the  past  10  years  in  Lymm  U.D.  :  — 

1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949 

Birth 

Rates  13.47  13.02  17.1  15.1  19.7  16.1  17.6  21.3  17.8  16.05 

Death 

Rates  1 1 .39  12.37  10.8  10.03  11.3  15.4  11.7  13.5  11.0  12.15 

Inf.  Mort. 

Rates  11  87  19  44.9  25.4  64.5  44.4  61  61.9  9.93 

Infectious  Diseases. 

19  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year 


as  follows  :  — 

Measles  .  14 

Whooping  Cough  .  3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 


It  is  certain  that  many  more  cases  of  infectious  diseases  did 
in  fact  occur  during  the  year,  and  that  many  of  them,  being  of 
a  mild  form,  were  never  notified. 

The  high  proportion  of  children  protected  against  diphtheria 
by  immunisation  no  doubt  has  contributed  to  the  absence  of  any 
cases  of  this  disease  occurring  during  the  year, 

It  is  now  over  four  years  since  there  was  a  case  of 
poliomyelitis  in  the  district. 
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Tuberculosis. 

One  case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  notified  during  the 
year.  Three  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the  period. 

There  are  36  persons  remaining  on  the  tuberculosis  register 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  26  of  these  are  respiratory  cases  and  10 
non-respiratory. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1949. 


N  EW 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

0— 1 

1-5 

5-10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

• — 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 5—20 

20—25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 

upwards 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

1 

—  • 

n 

' 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

* 

1 

_ 

3 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  1  7  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Local 
Authority,  and  3  by  private  enterprise.  This  brings  the  total 
number  of  Council  houses  to  35 1 ,  of  which  1 02  permanent  and  20 
temporary  houses  have  been  completed  since  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  post  war  housing  estates  have  a  very  pleasing  layout, 
and  the  high  standard  of  the  houses,  and  the  adequate  gardens 
have  made  them  very  popular  with  those  fortunate  enough  to  be 
selected  as  tenants. 


5 


Unfortunately  there  are  many  more  applicants  than  there  are 
houses  available,  and  the  housing  list  still  contains  176  names. 

There  are,  at  several  parts  of  the  district,  some  houses  which 
are  well  below  modern  standards  of  accommodation  and 
amenity.  In  the  present  circumstances  it  is  not  possible  to  deal 
with  these  properties  under  clearance  area  procedure,  and  all 
that  can  be  done  is  to  request  the  owners  to  keep  them  in  a  fair 
state  of  repair,  as  it  would  not  be  right  to  ask  for  a  large  expendi¬ 
ture  on  the  houses  in  view  of  the  small  return  they  get,  and  the 
estimated  life  of  the  properties. 

M  any  of  the  occupants  of  these  houses  are  applicants  for 
Council  houses. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and  are 
enumerated  and  described  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

Hospital  Accommodation . 

General  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the 
Warrington  General  Hospital  and  the  Altrincham  General 
Hospital,  while  a  few  special  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Manchester  hospitals. 

Infectious  diseases  are  mostly  accommodated  at  the 
Warrington  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Laboratory  Services. 

These  are  provided  at  the  Regional  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester.  A  collection  service  is  avail¬ 
able,  specimens  being  left  at  the  Council  Offices,  whence  they 
are  taken  to  Altrincham  and  picked  up  by  the  Laboratory  each 
afternoon. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Water  is  supplied  direct  from  the  Authorities  own  Artesian 
Wells,  which  give  a  plentiful  supply  of  pure  but  rather  hard 
water.  The  water  is  delivered  to  the  consumer  without  treat¬ 
ment. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  methods  of  sewage 
disposal.  The  major  portion  is  dealt  with  by  land  treatment  at 
the  Statham  and  Sow  Brook  Sewage  Farms. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

The  whole  of  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  38  houses, 
are  served  by  a  water  carriage  system.  In  these  cases,  pail  closets 
are  used,  which  are  emptied  by  the  Scavengers.  There  is  little 
likelihood  of  these  figures  being  reduced  for  some  considerable 
time,  owing  to  the  situation  of  the  houses  concerned. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  trade  refuse,  domestic  waste  and  street 
sweeping  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  through  the  Surveyor’s 
Department. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  accepted  delegation  of  powers  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919  from  the 
Cheshire  County  Council,  and  the  work  was  administered  as  a 
direct  service  in  accordance  with  the  scheme  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Private  dwelling  houses  were  given  a  free  service,  but  trade 
premises  treatment  was  carried  out  on  repayment  of  cost. 

The  Council  refuse  tips  and  sewage  farms  were  kept  under 
observation,  and  treated  when  required  with  considerable 
success. 

The  sewers  have  been  given  two  maintenance  treatments, 
based  on  a  10  per  cent,  test  bait  of  all  the  manholes  on  the 
system. 

Housing  Repairs. 

The  summary  of  inspections  show  that  many  visits  were 
made  during  the  year  to  properties  of  various  descriptions  with 
emphasis  on  the  inspection  of  housing  defects.  Repairs  and 
improvements  were  effected  in  all  cases. 

The  cost  of  repairs  is  so  high,  whilst  the  rents  are  restricted 
tc  pre-war  level,  that  the  majority  of  property  owners  in  the 
district  only  do  repairs  when  called  on  to  do  so,  and  very  little 
is  done  as  normal  maintenance  work.  This  results  in  a  more 
rapid  deterioration  or  property  than  need  occur. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  schools  are  generally  satisfactory. 
Ideal  conditions,  however,  are  not  obtained  owing  to  consider¬ 
able  overcrowding. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Regular  visits  were  paid  to  farms  prior  to  1st  October,  1949, 
but  from  that  date  the  supervision  was  taken  over  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
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I  here  is  only  one  dairy  in  the  district  and  this  is  still  super¬ 
vised  from  this  office. 

Ice  Cream. 

During  the  year  five  applications  were  made  for  registration 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  after  inspection  of  the  premises 
the  applications  were  granted. 

Ice  cream  is  a  commodity  which  is  gaining  in  popularity,  but 
1  am  pleased  to  say  that  generally  the  public  are  becoming  more 
discerning  as  regards  quality  and  hygiene  in  respect  to  this  trade. 

Samples  have  been  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  advice  has  been  given  in  an  attempt  to  raise  the  standard 
locally  with,  I  am  pleased  to  report,  satisfactory  results. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  is  no  slaughtering  in  the  district  at  present.  All  meat 
coming  from  the  central  abattoirs  where  post  mortem  inspection 
is  carried  out. 

Shops  and  Food  preparation  premises  were  inspected,  and 
the  following  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for 


human  consumption  :  — 

Beef  . . ...  25  lbs. 

Lamb  .  19  lbs. 

Tinned  Grapes  (1  lb.  14  ozs.  each)  .  3  tins 

Sandwich  Spread  (3%  fluid  ozs.  each)  .  34  bottles 

Fish  (Flake)  .  70  lbs. 

Sweets  (Crunchets)  .  102  tins 

Drink  Shakes  . 108  phials 

Sweetened  Milk  (Ideal) .  3  tins 


1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stacey  Mallard  (Chief  Inspector  Weights 
and  Measures,  Cheshire  County  Council),  for  the  following  parti¬ 
culars  of  samples  taken  in  the  district  during  1949  ;  I  think  the 
report  is  very  satisfactory.  It  is  as  follows  :  — 


No. 

Not  up  to  Standard 

Boracic  Ointment  . . 

1 

— 

Custard  Pies  . . . 

1 

— 

Ginger  Preserved  . . . 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  . . . 

2 

— 

Lemonade  Powder  . . . 

1 

— 

Milk  . 

9 

1 

Malt  Vinegar  . . 

1 

— 

Salad  Cream  . . . 

1 

— 

Salt  . . 

1 

— 

Sweetened  Cooking  Fat  . . 

I 

— 

Sauce,  Horseradish  . 

1 

— 

20 

1 
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Particulars  of  Non-Standard  Samples. 

Sample  Result  of  Analysis  Remarks 

Milk  2.46%  Deficient  in  Fat  Warning 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  AND  BUILDING 
INSPECTOR’S  VISITS. 

Water  Supply  .  24 

Drainage  .  68 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . 4 

1  ents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . 

Factories  . 6 

Outworkers  . . . . . 

Bake-houses  . 2 

Refuse  Collection  . . .  11 

Refuse  Disposal  .  14 

Rats  and  Mice  .  81 

Smoke  Observations  . 

Schools  .  2 

Miscellaneous  and  Sanitary  Visits  .  47 

Defective  W.Cs . . .  18 

Defective  Roofs  and  Dampness  .  59 

Visits  for  purpose  of  Building  Inspection, 
including  inspection  for  the  issue  of 

licences  under  Civil  Building  Control  .  602 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts...  56 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  .  135 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  .  7 

Houses  inspected  for  overcrowding  .  5 

Houses  inspected  for  vermin  .  2 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  .  18 

Inquiries  in  case  of  Infectious  Diseases  . .  6 

Visits  re  Disinfestation  .  5 

Shops  and  Stalls  .  1 

Butchers  .  6 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . .  1 

Grocers  . 4 

Cow  Sheds  .  8 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  .  7 

Ice  Cream  Prenrses  .  20 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  2 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  .  5 

Milk  Samples  (Bacteriological)  .  4 

Ice  Cream  Samples  (Bacteriological)  .  10 
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APPENDIX. 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

SALE  AND  LYMM  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

This  report  on  the  provision  of  the  Local  Health  Authority 
Services  in  the  Urban  District  of  Lymm,  and  the  work  of  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee  is  extracted  from  the  first  Annual 
Report  of  the  Committee,  presented  in  March,  1950. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

By  B.  Finch,  Esq.  (Clerk  to  the  Committee). 

The  legislative  genesis  of  the  Sale  and  Lymm  Divisional 
Health  Committee  is  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
under  which  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  as  the  Local  Health 
Authority,  has  in  consultation  with  the  Borough  and  other  County 
District  Councils  in  the  County  made  a  scheme  which  has  been 
approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  under  Part  III  of  the  Act, 
whereby  ( inter  alia)  the  Administrative  County  has  been  parti¬ 
tioned  into  fifteen  separate  Divisions,  for  each  of  which  a 
Divisional  Committee  representative  of  the  County  Council  and 
the  local  authorities  within  the  Division  has  been  set  up  for  the 
purposes  of  assisting  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  the  exercise 
of  their  functions  under  the  Act  of  1946. 

In  the  case  of  the  Sale  and  Lymm  Division,  which  now  serves 
a  total  population  of  nearly  50,000  and  covers  a  combined  area 
of  7,870  acres  (as  well  as  rendering  certain  services  to  parts  of 
the  adjoining  Altrincham  Division)  the  Divisional  Committee 
comprises  four  representatives  of  the  County  Council  plus  the 
Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Health  Committee 
ex  officio,  and  ten  members  of  the  Sale  Borough  Council,  together 
with  eight  co-opted  members  who  have  been  appointed  by  the 
local  authority  members  upon  the  nomination  of  various  other- 
bodies  and  voluntary  organisations  operating  within  the  Division. 

The  Committee  (then  comprising  the  local  authority  members 
only)  met  for  the  first  time  on  the  27th  May,  1948,  at  Sale  Town 
Hall,  when  Councillor  W.  A.  Costello  (Sale)  was  appointed  the 
first  Chairman,  and  County  Councillor  Owen  Davies  (Lymm)  was 
appointed  Deputy  Chairman. 

At  this  and  other  early  meetings  of  the  Committee  careful 
consideration  was  given  to  the  various  bod  ies  and  organisations 
from  whom  nominations  for  the  appointment  of  the  co-opted 
members  should  be  invited  as  it  was  realised  from  the  outset 
that  such  members  would  play  a  most  important  part  in  the 
functioning  of  the  Committee  ;  and  it  was  eventually  decided  to 
invite  such  nominations  from  the  following  bodies,  certain  of 
which  are  prescribed  in  the  County  Council’s  Scheme  :  — 

No.  1  7  (North  and  Mid-Cheshire)  Hospital  Management 
Committee. 

Sale  and  Lymm  Divisional  Executive  for  Education. 

Cheshire  County  District  Nursing  Association. 

Cheshire  County  Local  Medical  and  Panel  Committee. 

Sale  Child  Welfare  Voluntary  Committee. 

The  former  Sale  and  Brooklands  War  Memorial  Hospital 
Committee. 

Sale  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 

Sale  Council  of  Women’s  Organisations. 
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Other  initial  decisions  of  the  Committee  were  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Clerk  to  the  Committee  (part-time),  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  Sub-Committee  to  interview  candidates  for  the  joint 
appointment  of  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Divisional  School 
Medical  Officer,  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Sale  and 
Lymm,  which  post,  then  vacant,  was  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  Dr.  E.  H.  M  oore,  B'.Sc.,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.,  who  took 
up  his  duties  in  September,  1948,  continuing  to  serve  until  April, 
1949,  when  he  returned  to  Warrington  Corporation.  Dr.  Moore 
did  much  to  initiate,  consolidate,  and  extend  the  work  of  the 
Committee  during  his  period  of  service.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Dr.  A.  Telford  Burn,  the  present  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  in 
June,  1949. 

Meetings  of  the  full  Committee  take  place  monthly  (except 
in  August)  on  the  second  Thursday  in  each  month  and  the 
proceedings  at  such  meetings  have  always  evoked  considerable 
interest  and  discussion  by  the  members,  whose  deep  interest  has 
done  must  to  facilitate  the  transitional  stages  and  the  smooth 
working  of  the  Committee  and  its  functions.  In  addition,  the 
Committee  have  appointed  a  number  of  Standing  Sub- 
Committees  which  meet  regularly  and  conduct  a  large  part  of 
the  detailed  business  of  the  Committee.  These  comprise  Sub- 
Committees  for  the  following  purposes  :  — 

Ambulance. 

Nursing  Services. 

Staff. 

Tuberculosis  and  After-Care. 

Finance  and  General  Purposes. 

In  as  much  as  neither  the  Sale  Corporation  nor  the  Lymm 
Urban  District  Council  had  previously  been  a  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Authority,  the  transitional  arrangements  after  the 
Appointed  Day  (5th  July,  1948)  were  materially  simplified,  the 
principal  functions  which  had  to  be  transferred  to  the  new 
authority  being  the  Ambulance  Service  and  the  Immunisation 
Service  :  but  amongst  the  many  duties  which  confronted  the 
Committee  at  an  early  stage  was  the  taking  over  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  and  equipment  formerly  provided  by  the  Lymm  District 
Nursing  Association  as  well  as  the  personnel  of  the  District 
Nursing  Service  in  both  Lymm  and  Sale.  Certain  difficulties  arose 
in  1 949  regarding  the  accommodation  of  the  Lymm  District 
Nurse,  to  which  the  Divisional  Committee,  in  concert  with  the 
Lymm  Council  and  County  Health  Committee,  have  had  to  give 
a  considerable  amount  of  deliberation,  but  it  was  ultimately 
decided  to  release  the  house  in  Rectory  Lane,  Lymm,  hitherto 
occupied  by  the  District  Nurse  and  to  acquire  a  house  in  course 
of  erection  in  Lymm  under  licence.  It  was  also  decided  to  erect 
a  house  under  licence  for  the  Lymm  County  Midwife  for  whom 
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the  Lymm  Council  have  so  far  been  good  enough  to  provide  a 
Council  house,  which  was  newly  furnished  and  equipped  by  the 
Divisional  Committee  in  1948. 

Similarly,  the  Sale  Corporation  have  been  good  enough  to 
place  one  of  their  new  flats  in  Georges  Road,  Sale,  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Committee  for  the  accommodation  of  one  of  the  Home 
Nurses. 

In  addition  to  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  who  acts  in  a 
half-time  capacity  in  conjunction  with  his  appointment  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  two  County  Districts,  the 
administrative  staff  initially  consisted  of  a  Chief  Clerk  and  a 
junior  Clerk,  but  with  the  growth  of  the  work  of  the  Committee 
it  was  decided  to  complete  the  full  authorised  establishment  by 
transferring  Mrs.  E.  Aldhouse  from  the  Sale  Corporation  to  the 
Divisional  Health  Staff.  Mr.  H.  Dickinson  who  held  the  post  of 
Chief  Clerk  for  the  first  six  months  did  much,  in  close  collabora¬ 
tion  with  Dr.  Moore,  towards  initiating  the  smooth  working  of 
the  Divisional  Health  Office  from  the  outset  and  place  it  on  a 
firm  foundation,  but  in  March,  1949,  was  re-appointed  to  the 
Town  Clerk’s  Office  where  (by  arrangement  with  the  Sale  Cor¬ 
poration)  he  still  assists  the  1  own  Clerk  of  Sale  with  the  minuting 
and  secretarial  work  of  the  Committee.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  W.  Willson,  whose  able  accountancy  experience  has  proved 
invaluable  in  the  control  of  accounts  and  statistics. 

Over  the  period  the  Committee  and  various  Sub-Committees 
have  been  called  upon  to  consider  many  items  of  expenditure 
whilst  exercising  their  functions  in  this  respect  with  regard  to  due 
economy  have  at  the  same  time  been  able  to  effect  several  worth¬ 
while  improvements  to  various  health  service  premises,  including 
the  welfare  centres  and  day  nursery,  the  general  upkeep  of  which 
has  been  maintained  at  a  commendably  high  standard. 

I  he  Committee  realise  that  in  some  respects  they  have  only 
as  yet  touched  on  the  fringe  of  the  work  which  lies  before  them, 
particularly  in  such  matters  as  the  Care  and  After-Care  Service, 
although  here  they  recognise  the  excellent  work  being  done  by 
the  Hospitals  and  the  Chest  Physician  for  tuberculosis  cases  in 
the  area,  and  also  the  work  of  voluntary  bodies  some  of  which 
are  not  directly  represented  on  the  Committee. 

Probably  the  outstanding  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  during  the  past  eighteen  months  has  been  the  smoothness 
of  the  transitional  arrangements  and  the  speedy  way  in  which  the 
various  services,  new  and  old,  have  been  integrated  into  one 
comprehensive  whole.  Certainly  the  success  of  the  new  scheme 
is  a  noteworthy  testimony  to  the  harmonious  way  in  which  several 
local  authorities,  both  major  and  minor,  can  collaborate  for  the 
common  good. 

A  more  detailed  statement  of  different  parts  of  the  work  of 
the  Committee  now  follows. 
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Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

There  is  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  29  Eagle  Brow,  Lymm, 
at  which  sessions  are  held  each  Tuesday  at  2  p.m.  The  clinics 
are  attended  by  the  local  general  practitioners,  on  a  rota  basis. 

Arrangements  for  the  dental  care  of  expectant  mothers,  and 
of  infants  under  school  age  can  be  made  at  the  dental  clinic, 
which  is  held  in  connection  with  the  School  Health  Service  on 
Mondays,  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  but  most  mothers  prefer  to  visit 
their  own  dentists. 

A  special  word  of  thanks  is  due  to  the  Voluntary  workers  at 
the  Welfare  Centre.  These  ladies  carry  out  the  registration  of 
the  children  attending  the  clinics,  and  weigh  them.  They  also 
assist  with  the  sales  of  welfare  foods.  Were  it  not  for  the  assis¬ 
tance  so  ably  given  by  these  voluntary  workers  the  Centre  could 
not  be  carried  on  without  extra  staff. 

Midwifery. 

The  arrangements  which  were  in  operation  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  National  Health  Service  have  been  continued. 
There  is  one  County  Midwife  resident  in  Lymm.  She  is  housed 
in  a  Council  house  provided  by  the  Lymm  Urban  District  Council 
on  land  which  is  at  present  owned  by  the  Urban  District  Council 
in  Higher  Lane. 

The  falling  birth  rate,  and  the  increasing  numbers  of  mothers 
who  are  going  into  hospital  for  their  confinements  since  the 
inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  has  resulted  in 
some  diminution  of  the  work  done  by  the  domiciliary  midwives. 
During  the  year  the  midwife  attended  a  total  of  45  cases,  34  as 
a  midwife,  9  as  a  maternity  nurse,  and  2  were  urgent  calls  to 
cases  under  hospital  care. 

Health  Visiting. 

The  Health  Visitor,  who  lives  in  a  flat  over  the  Welfare 
Centre,  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  the  Welfare  Centre, 
and  for  visiting  the  homes  of  infants  and  young  children,  to 
advise  the  parents  in  the  upbringing  of  their  children.  She  also 
acts  as  School  Nurse,  and  visits  tuberculosis  persons  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  In  addition  to  carrying  out  these  services  in  Lymm, 
she  also  visits  in  Warburton  and  Partington,  in  the  adjacent 
Altrincham  Division. 

Home  Nursing. 

Prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  Divisional  Health  Scheme 
the  home  nursing  was  provided  by  the  Lymm  District  Nursing 
Association.  The  nurse  was  transferred  to  the  staff  of  the 
Cheshire  County  Council,  and  has  now  been  rehoused  in  new 
property,  the  building  licence  for  which  was  transferred  to  the 
County  Council  by  the  Lymm  Urban  District  Council. 

The  home  nurse  has  attended  209  cases,  paying  a  total  of 
3,483  visits  during  the  year. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

The  repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Acts  has  put  vaccination 
against  smallpox  on  the  same  voluntary  basis  as  immunisation 
against  diphtheria.  During  the  year  whooping  cough  immunisa¬ 
tion  has  also  been  made  available  for  young  children,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  disease  which  has  replaced  diphtheria  as  one  of 
the  main  killers  of  young  children  may,  like  it,  be  stamped  out 
as  a  major  infectious  disease  in  this  country. 

After  protracted  discussions,  agreement  has  at  last  been 
reached  on  the  payment  to  general  practitioners  for  records  of 
immunisations  and  vaccinations  carried  out  in  their  practices, 
and  information  is  now  reaching  the  Divisional  Health  Office  of 
the  extent  of  their  co-operation  in  the  scheme. 

The  parents  of  young  children  are  circularised  offering  pro¬ 
tection  against  these  diseases,  either  through  their  family  doctor, 
or  at  clinics  held  for  the  purpose.  The  degree  of  response  to 
such  circulars  is  a  good  indication  of  the  effect  of  health  educa¬ 
tion  in  these  matters  in  the  Division.  This  response  can  best  be 
described  in  this  area  as  “encouraging  but  not  fully  satisfactory.’ ’ 
We  must  aim  to  have  every  child  protected  against  all  these 
diseases  before  we  can  stamp  them  out,  although  we  can  say 
that  epidemics  are  unlikely  if  fifty  per  cent,  of  all  children  under 
five  years  of  age  are  protected. 

The  following  immunisations  were  carried  out  during  the 
year : — 

Diphtheria — Primary  immunisations  81  ;  Refresher  11. 

Whooping  Cough — Primary  38. 

Vaccination — -Primary  18  ;  Re-vaccination  4. 

Ambulance  Services. 

The  Ambulance  Service  in  the  Division  is  based  at  the  Sale 
Ambulance  Station  and  Depot  at  3 1  / 33  Chapel  Road,  behind  the 
Sale  Town  Hall.  This  comprises  two  very  old,  almost  derelict, 
cottages  taken  over  as  a  temporary  expedient  by  the  Sale  Cor¬ 
poration  as  the  result  of  circumstances  arising  out  of  the  war. 
Ambulance  vehicles  on  immediate  call  have  to  stand  during  the 
day  on  the  adjoining  Town  Hall  car  park  whilst  others  have  to 
be  accommodated  in  the  neighbouring  Fire  Station  and  in  the 
Sale  Corporation  Depot. 

The  total  inadequacy  and  inconvenience  of  these  temporary 
arrangements,  from  the  point  of  view  of  both  vehicles  and  per¬ 
sonnel,  was  early  apparent  to  the  Committee  who  have  now  put 
forward  a  scheme,  prepared  by  the  County  Architect,  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  Ambulance  Depot  which  will  provide  garage, 
workshop,  and  adequate  administrative  and  stand-by  accommo¬ 
dation. 
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The  mechanical  and  general  condition  of  the  ambulance 
vehicles  has  been  the  cause  of  continuous  concern  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  throughout  the  period,  especially  in  view  of  the  increasing 
and  practically  unceasing  demand  upon  the  service.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  have,  however,  been  fortunate  in  receiving,  as  a  result 
of  the  foresight  of  the  Sale  Corporation  who  had  previously 
placed  the  orders,  two  new  Humber  Pullman  ambulance  vehicles 
complete  with  all  modern  fittings,  which  have  done  much  to 
maintain  and  improve  the  standard  of  efficiency  and  smartness 
of  the  service. 

At  Lymm  the  service  is  provided  partly  from  Altrincham 
Divisional  Ambulance  Station,  and  partly  by  the  Warrington 
C.B.  Ambulance  Service. 

During  the  period  much  careful  thought  and  deliberation 
was  given  at  various  levels  concerning  a  proposal  for  the  amalga¬ 
mation  of  the  Ambulance  and  County  Fire  Brigade  Services 
throughout  the  Administrative  County  in  an  endeavour  to  provide 
some  further  measure  of  economy,  but  the  Sale  and  Lymm 
Divisional  Committee  in  common  with  others  in  the  County,  were 
ultimately  of  opinion  that  although  such  an  arrangement  may 
have  worked  well  under  pre-war  conditions  with  smaller  units 
it  would  not  be  beneficial  under  the  changed  circumstances 
to-day  ;  and  the  suggested  merger  was  eventually  not  approved 
by  the  County  Council. 

Since  the  Appointed  Day  the  demands  upon  the  Ambulance 
Service,  particularly  for  the  conveyance  of  patients  to  and  from 
hospital  for  treatment  has  risen  enormously.  As  a  result,  consi¬ 
derable  anxiety  has  been  felt  at  the  high  cost  of  the  service  and 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  cut  down  expenditure,  although 
in  doing  so  it  would  be  dangerous  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
this  is  a  24-hour  service  which  is  frequently  called  upon  at  night 
in  urgent  circumstances. 

In  an  endeavour  to  cut  down  abuses  of  the  service  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  to  provide  the  service  only  against  a 
medical  certificate,  and  Doctors  have  been  circularised  advising 
them  of  the  importance  of  using  the  service  only  when  the  patient 
is  unfit  to  travel  in  public  transport. 

Assistance  has  been  given  throughout  the  period  by  the 
Hospital  Car  Service  for  the  transport  of  sitting  cases. 

Application  for  the  services  of  the  Home  Help  is  made  to 
the  Health  Visitor. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care,  and  After-Care. 

The  Sub-Committee  dealing  with  this  section  of  the  work 
held  an  introductory  meeting  during  the  year  at  which  their 
statutory  responsibility  for  tuberculosis  persons  was  explained. 
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and  the  additional  duties  in  respect  of  other  classes  of  handi¬ 
capped  persons,  problem  families,  and  sick  children,  which  may 
come  within  their  purview  were  enumerated. 

This  most  important  work  comprising  ( inter  alia)  health 
visiting,  health  education,  occupational  therapy,  and  convales 
cence  promises  to  form  one  of  the  most  onerous  duties  of  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee,  and  offers  the  greatest  opportunity 
for  continued  personal  interest  by  members  in  individual  cases. 

It  was  arranged  that  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Tubercu¬ 
losis  Officer,  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  should  prepare  a  list 
of  tuberculosis  persons  needing  assistance,  and  that  other  cases 
should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee  from  time 
to  time,  as  the  need  arises. 

Statistics  regarding  tuberculosis  patients,  not  all  of  whom 
require  assistance  of  course,  are  given. 

No  cases  have  yet  been  dealt  with  by  the  Sub-Committee. 

MALES.  FEMALES. 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Total. 

Lymm  18  6  8  4  36 

New  Cases  during  1949 
Lymm  3 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

Domestic  Helps  have  a  very  important  place  to  fill  in  the 
Health  Service  scheme.  Their  duty  is  to  take  over  the  whole 
running  of  the  home  in  cases  where  the  housewife  is  prevented 
by  reason  of  illness  from  carrying  out  her  normal  duties.  They 
prepare  the  meals,  do  the  shopping,  get  the  children  ready  for 
school,  do  the  ordinary  day  to  day  cleaning  in  the  house  and 
so  on.  They  are  not  charwomen  or  laundry  maids,  and  they  are 
not  resident  nurses  ;  where  nursing  assistance  is  also  required  a 
home  nurse  attends  the  case  as  well  as  the  domestic  help. 

Primarily  they  deal  with  maternity  cases,  whether  confine¬ 
ment  takes  place  at  home  or  in  hospital,  but  a  tremendous  field 
for  their  assistance  is  provided  by  part-time  work  for  aged 
people.  Unfortunately,  in  an  area  like  this  where  domestic 
servants  are  at  a  premium,  it  is  very  difficult  to  recruit  women 
for  this  part-time  work  of  a  few  hours  a  day,  and  consequently 
this  aspect  of  the  service  has  had  to  be  neglected. 

The  Committee  has  the  power  to  reduce  the  charge,  which 
is  based  on  the  means  of  the  family  using  the  service,  in  all  cases 
where  they  consider  it  desirable. 
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Health  Education. 

Health  Education  must  form  the  basis  of  any  comprehensive 
health  scheme.  Only  when  people  come  to  know  the  value  of 
the  healthy  living,  and  the  methods  by  which  it  can  be  achieved, 
will  full  advantage  be  taken  of  the  preventive  medical  services. 
This  will  result  in  a  saving  of  expenditure  on  the  curative  side  of 
the  service  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  cost  of  the  education. 

The  most  important  item  under  this  heading  during  the  year 
was  the  Conference  held  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  which  was  attended  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer, 
who  has  already  submitted  a  report  to  the  Committee. 

A  lecture  on  food  handling  was  given  to  the  School  Canteen 
Supervisors  from  all  parts  of  the  County  in  June,  and  certain 
groups  have  attended  talks  on  health  subjects. 

The  main  method  of  health  education,  however,  is  a  personal 
talk  with  one  individual  such  as  is  practised  by  Health  Visitors 
when  they  call  at  the  homes  of  infants,  and  in  the  clinics.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  higher  proportion  of  Health  Visitors 
in  a  district,  the  lower  is  the  infantile  death  and  disease  rate. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Health  Visitor  is  the  most  important 
member  of  the  Health  Education  team,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they 
will  be  given  greater  facilities  to  carry  out  such  work. 
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